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The Protocol eliminates the withholding
tax on certain cross-border dividend pay-
ments. The proposed Protocol is one of a few
recent U.S. tax agreements to provide for the
elimination of the withholding tax on divi-
dends arising from certain direct invest-
ments. In addition, the Protocol also mod-
ernizes the Convention to bring it into closer
conformity with current U.S. tax-treaty pol-
icy, including strengthening the treaty’s pro-
visions preventing so-called treaty shopping.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Protocol
and that the Senate give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 10, 2005.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Dinner Celebrating the
40th Anniversary of the National
Endowment for the Arts and the
National Endowment for the
Humanities

November 10, 2005

Good evening, and welcome. Laura and
I are really happy you're here. We meet to-
night to celebrate the 40th anniversary of
both the National Endowment for the Arts
and the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

We especially welcome NEA Chairman
Dana Gioia and NEH Chairman Bruce Cole.
And we'd like to recognize their outstanding
contributions to our Nation’s arts and hu-
manities. Dana and Bruce are both distin-
guished scholars and authors, and under their
visionary leadership, America’s programs to
support the arts and humanities have contin-
ued to enrich our Nation’s cultural and civic
life.

I also want to recognize a former head of
the NEH, Lynne Cheney, and her husband.
[Laughter]

It's also my honor to welcome Lynda
Robb, whose dad had the wisdom to start
both these programs. Welcome.
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Over the last 40 years, the National En-
dowment for the Arts and the National En-
dowment for the Humanities have strength-
ened our democracy by supporting our Na-
tion’s ideals, institutions, and emerging tal-
ents. The NEA has provided support for
music and dance, theater, and the arts across
our great country. It has helped improve
public access to education in the arts, offered
workshops in writing, and brought artistic
masterpieces to under-served communities.

At the same time, the NEH has done im-
portant work to preserve America’s cultural
treasures. And it has helped introduce mil-
lions of Americans to award-winning books,
documentaries, and museum exhibitions.

These two institutions also help support
the arts and humanities by encouraging great
talent. This morning I awarded the National
Medal of Arts and the National Humanities
Medal to men and women who have made
exemplary contributions to our Nation’s art,
culture, and scholarship. Each medal winner
has helped define our era. Each has excelled
and demonstrated originality, endurance,
and self-discipline. And together, their cre-
ativity inspires our students and elevates our
culture and enriches our nation. Congratula-
tions to you all.

President Franklin Roosevelt once said
that free nations gain new responsibilities
when other countries try to turn back the
clock of civilization by burning libraries and
exiling their artists and thinkers. Free na-
tions, he said, have an obligation to keep the
torch of free thought and free learning burn-
ing bright.

America is a country where the light of
freedom does burn bright, and by supporting
our artists and scholars, we help inspire those
who do not yet enjoy freedom. We defend
creativity and expression because we value
a free and open society. And our actions set
an example for the entire world. And so, to-
night I offer a toast to the brightest lights
of American creativity, men and women who
entertain us, inform us, and inspire us.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:44 p.m. on the
State Floor at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lynda Johnson Robb, daughter of
former President Lyndon B. Johnson. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.



1704

Remarks on the War on Terror in
Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania
November 11, 2005

Thank you all very much. Thank you all
for coming. Please be seated. Thanks for the
warm welcome. I'm glad to be back in Penn-
sylvania, and I'm proud to be the first sitting
President to visit Monroe County. I'm espe-
cially pleased to see so many military vet-
erans with us today. Those who have risked
their lives for our freedom have the respect
and gratitude of our Nation on Veterans Day
and on every day.

Tobyhanna is a fitting place to commemo-
rate Veterans Day. For the better part of a
century, this facility has provided critical
services for our Armed Forces. Around the
clock and around the world, personnel from
here maintain technology that our troops use
to take the fight to the enemy. From Afghani-
stan to Kuwait to Baghdad International Air-
port, technicians from Tobyhanna are car-
rying out dangerous missions with bravery
and skill. T know you're proud of them, and
so is the Commander in Chief.

Tobyhanna is also home to a thriving com-
munity of military families. Your support for
those who wear the uniform and your sup-
port of each other through difficult times
brings great pride to our country. The Amer-
ican people stand with our military families.

I want to thank Colonel Ellis for allowing
me to come and give you this speech today.
Thank you for your service to our country,
Colonel Ellis. I want to thank Senator Spec-
ter and Congressman Kanjorski and Con-
gressman Sherwood for joining us today. It
was good to have them on Air Force One.
I appreciate their service to our country. And
I want to thank all the State and local offi-
cials, and I want to thank all the veterans.

Today our Nation pays tribute to those vet-
erans, 25 million veterans who have worn the
uniform of the United States of America.
Each of these men and women took an oath
to defend America, and they upheld that oath
with honor and decency. Through the gen-
erations, they have humbled dictators and
liberated continents and set a standard of
courage and idealism for the entire world.
This year, 3.5 million veterans celebrate the
60th anniversary of freedom’s great victory
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in World War II. A handful of veterans who
live among us in 2005 stood in uniform when
World War I ended 87 years ago today.
These men are more than 100 years old.
Many of their lives have touched three dif-
ferent centuries, and they can all know that
America will be proud of their service.

On Veterans Day, we also remember the
troops who left America’s shores but did not
live to be thanked as veterans. On this Vet-
erans Day, we honor the courage of those
who were lost in our current struggle. We
think of the families who lost a loved one;
we pray for their comfort. And we remember
the men and women in uniform whose fate
is still undetermined, our prisoners of war
and those missing in action. America must
never forget their courage, and we will not
stop searching until we have accounted for
every soldier and sailor and airman and ma-
rine missing in the line of duty.

All of America’s veterans have placed the
Nation’s security before their own lives.
Their sacrifice creates a debt that America
can never fully repay. Yet, there are certain
things that Government can do. My adminis-
tration remains firmly committed to serving
America’s veterans.

Since I took office, my administration has
increased spending for veterans by $24 bil-
lion, an increase of 53 percent. In the first
4 years as President, we increased spending
for veterans more than twice as much as the
previous administration did in 8 years, and
I want to thank the Members of the Congress
and the Senate for joining me in the effort
to support our veterans.

We've increased the VA’s medical care
budget by 51 percent, increased total out-
patient visits, increased the number of pre-
scriptions filled, and reduced the backlog of
disability claims. We've committed more
than $1.5 billion to modernizing and expand-
ing VA facilities so that veterans can get bet-
ter care closer to home. We've expanded
grants to help homeless veterans in all 50
States and the District of Columbia, because
we strongly believe no veteran who served
in the blazing heat or bitter cold of foreign
lands should have to live without shelter in
our own country.

I've joined with the veterans groups to call
on Congress to protect the flag of the United



